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FOREWORD

This report, “A Geological Reconnaissance of the Tobacco Root Mountains, 
Madison County, Montana”, represents the study of an area which includes some of 
the famous placer fields of the early west. As has been the case with many areas 
noted for the production of placer gold, the yield of the veins has been far below 
that of the gravels; in other words, much of the “mining and milling” had been ac-
complished before the arrival of man upon the scene. Nevertheless, sufficient of 
the load gold deposits have escaped the processes of erosion to justify their exploi-
tation, and it is the purpose of this publication to aid the intelligent development 
of quartz mines within the area.

The division of the publication into two parts–the first describing general 
geologic features, and the second describing the ore deposits–is a logical arrange-
ment, and its adoption enabled the Bureau to utilize the skilled services of an 
engineer who has had years of experience in detailed examination of many of the 
properties of the district.

No attempt has been made to describe every property or prospect, and the 
omission of a specific property from the list of those mentioned is no more to be 
construed as an reflection upon it, than is the inclusion of a property to be consid-
ered as an endorsement of it. The aim has been rather to describe the thoroughly 
typical properties in each district, so that the intelligent layman or prospector 
might be able to interpret his observations on other properties to those described.

Francis A. Thomson,
Director

 
 








































































































































